xxvi       JOHN GIBSON LOCKHART

my chief anxiety on the appearance of the book will be,
not to hear what is said by the world, but what is thought
by you and the few others who can really compare tlie
representation as a whole with the facts of the case. I
shall, therefore, desire Cadell to send you the volumes as
they are printed, though long before publication, in the
confidence that they will be kept sacred, while unpub-
lished, to yourself and your own household; and if you
can give me encouragement on seeing the first and second,
now I think nearly out of the printer's hands, it will be
very serviceable to me in the completion of the others. I
have waived all my own notions as to the manner of pub-
lication, and so forth, in deference to the bookseller, who
is still so largely our creditor, and, I am grieved to add,
will probably continue to be so for many years to come.

" Your letters of the closing period I wish you would
send to me; and of these I am sure some use, and some
good use, may be made, as of those addressed to myself at
the same time, which all, however melancholy to compare
with those of the better day, have traces of the man. Out
of these confused and painful scraps I think I can con-
trive to put together a picture that will be highly touch.-
ing of a great mind shattered, hut never degraded, and
always to the last noble, as his heart continued pure and
warm as long as it could beat."l

A few weeks after this letter was written Mrs. Lock-
hart was seized with an illness almost hopeless, it would
seem, from the first. She died May 17, and this be-
reavement overclouded the rest of her husband's life,
though, after a few months7 retirement to Milton-Lock-
hart, he returned to his usual occupations, more devoted
than ever to his children, their happiness and well-being
having become the object of his life. Of his own rarely
expressed feelings, we get a glimpse in a letter to Milman
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